
Flood Safe Katherine
A guide to help you protect your  
family and property from �oods

Katherine Flood Warnings are issued by the Bureau of Meteorology via 
the NT Emergency Service and the media.  

Minor Flood Warning for Gorge Road.

When the Katherine River level is 3.0 metres at the Nitmiluk Centre 
and predicted to rise.
General Situation:  Floodwaters are contained within the river banks. 
Maud Creek crossing is likely to close, isolating residents and tourists 
along Gorge Road and Nitmiluk (Katherine Gorge) National Park.

Minor Flood Warning for Katherine; and  
Moderate Flood Warning for Gorge Road.

When the Katherine River level is 5.5 metres at the Nitmiluk Centre 
and predicted to rise.
General Situation:  Flood waters are still largely confined within 
riverbanks. Maud Creek will be closed and a rise in the level could close 
Gorge Road at Bullock Creek Crossing (Morris Road) and likely to flood 
areas of Kalano Community and Florina Road crossings.

Moderate Flood Warning for Katherine; and  
Major Flood Warning for Gorge Road.

When the Katherine River level is 6.5 metres at the Nitmiluk Centre 
and predicted to rise.
General Situation:  Maud Creek and Bullock Creek (Morris Road) 
crossings will be closed. Some flooding will occur near

Emungalan Road and Kalano Community.  Flooding will occur at 
Florina Road creek crossings. The Stuart Highway south of Katherine 
will also be affected, especially in the area of Tindal Creek where flood 
run off may close the highway. Flooding may occur along the western 
side of the Katherine River and the ‘Rocks’ area, as well as affecting 
property in the Bicentennial Road area.

Major Flood Warning for Katherine  - SEWS (Standard 
Emergency Warning Signal is played on media)

When the Katherine River level is 7.5 metres at the  
Nitmiluk Centre and predicted to rise.
General Situation:  Flood waters may cover extensive areas of the 
Central Business District and lower parts of the residential areas of the 
town both north and south of the Stuart Highway. The Stuart Highway 
could be cut by the depth of flood and flow rate between Katherine 
CBD and Katherine East. There could be an increasing flood run into the 
CBD. Katherine East may be isolated. Flooding will isolate the Hospital.

Falling River Height Advice

This stage is declared when the river levels are falling and are predicted 
to continue falling.

This information is current as at 17th October, 2011

ABC Katherine Radio		  106.1 FM

Community Radio   	 Katherine	 103.1 FM

	 Tindal 		 90.1 FM

Katherine Police		  131 444

Road Report		  1800 246 199 
		  www.roadreport.nt.gov.au

Bureau of Meteorology		  1300 659 214 
(BOM)		  www.bom.gov.au/nt

Katherine Hospital		  8973 9021

Power and Water Corporation	 1800 245 092	  
		  www.powerwater.com.au

Katherine Town Council		  8972 5500	  
		  www.katherine.nt.gov.au

NT Natural Disasters and Health 
Emergencies Fact Sheets		  www.secureNT.nt.gov.au

Australian Government 
Emergency Management		  www.ema.gov.au

Katherine flood maps, fact sheets and advice
Northern Territory Emergency Service

www.emergency.nt.gov.au 
www.securent.nt.gov.au

Katherine Flood Warnings Stay Informed

Weather Warnings 1300 659 214

Life-threatening emergencies
Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

ABOVE:  Helicopters on Stuart Hwy, Katherine, Jan 1998.  Photo by Cli� Shute 

FRONT TOP:  Katherine Old Railway Bridge, April 2006.  Photo by Richard Coburn

FRONT BELOW:  Katherine Gorge in �ood, April 2006.  Photo by Kristen Appel

www.emergency.nt.gov.au



Lessons from our past
Please read this guide carefully and learn how you can help to protect 
your family, property or business from floods.

The Katherine area has flooded several times in the past: 

•	 April, 1931
•	 January, 1940
•	 March, 1957
•	 January, 1998
•	 April, 2006

During the 1998 floods in the Katherine area, 5000 people had to 
evacuate their homes and almost 2000 buildings were flood damaged.  
Source: Australian Government EMA Disasters Database

Start preparing now. Set up your flood action plan.
Are you at risk from flood?
Check the location of flood-prone areas on the Katherine Flood 
Warning Maps on www.emergency.nt.gov.au (look under Public safety 
advice \ Natural Disasters).

If you live or work in a flood-prone area, plan where you will evacuate 
- to either family, friends or an emergency shelter. Familiarise yourself 
with safe road routes.

Remember, even if your property is not inundated by flood water, you 
may become isolated during a flood.

Check your insurance cover
Check that your property and contents are covered by insurance for 
flood damage.  Once an alert is issued, many companies will not renew, 
update or provide new insurance policies.

Basic emergency kit 
Prepare a basic emergency kit in a water-proof container.
Plan what you will need for each person for at least 3 days.  
You may need your kit either at home or if you evacuate and  
stay with family, friends or at an emergency shelter.

Your basic emergency kit should include;

99 Your flood action plan
99 Your emergency contact numbers
99 A portable radio and torch with spare batteries
99 A first aid kit and rubber gloves
99 Toilet paper and essential toiletries 
99 Waterproof bags for clothing and valuables

You will need to add other items to your emergency kit if a flood 
warning is issued.

The actual flood extent may vary significantly 
throughout the Katherine district.  
These are some considerations to be aware of during 
a flood, however, a more active response may be 
required in your area.

If a flood warning is issued
•	 Activate your flood action plan
•	 Ensure family and neighbours are aware of the situation
•	 Check your car and refuel if necessary
•	 Check gas bottles and fill if necessary
•	 Charge mobile phones

Add to your emergency kit
99 Non-perishable food and fresh water for at least 3 days
99 Fresh batteries, toiletries, medication
99 A change of clothes for each person, waterproof jacket and strong, 

protective closed shoes
99 Important papers, money and small valuables 
99 Any special requirements for babies and the elderly
99 Swag, blankets and bedding
99 Mobile phone charger

Protect your property
•	 Stack furniture and possessions above likely flood level, on beds 

and in the roof (electrical items on top)
•	 Move garbage, chemicals and poisons to flood safe areas
•	 Secure objects that could float and cause damage
•	 Protect or relocate valuable equipment

Be prepared to evacuate if advised by authorities
•	 Listen to the radio for information and follow directions
•	 Empty freezers and refrigerators, propping doors open
•	 Turn off the power, gas and water at the mains
•	 Whether you stay or leave, place a sandbag in the toilet bowl to 

prevent backflow into your home

During a flood, whether you remain at home, evacuate or when you 
are returning home, please take the following precautions:

Never drive, ride or walk through floodwater
•	 If you must drive, check for safe routes and always check the  

depth and current
•	 If you must enter shallow floodwater, wear strong, covered shoes 

and check the depth with a stick 
•	 Keep your Emergency Kit safe and dry
•	 Do not eat food which has been in contact with flood water
•	 Boil tap water until water supplies are declared safe
•	 Do not use gas or electrical appliances that have been flood 

affected, until they have been safety checked
•	 Beware of snakes and spiders which may move to drier areas in 

your house
•	 Listen to the radio and TV and heed all warnings and advice

Location of emergency shelters
Shelters in Katherine East will open in this order, as required. 

•	 Katherine High School, Grevillea Road
•	 MacFarlane Primary School, Grevillea Road
•	 Casuarina Street Primary School, corner of Casuarina Street and 

Needham Terrace

Other shelters may be established according to the severity and 
location of flooding.  Listen to the radio for information.

People will be registered at emergency shelters. For major incidents, 
the National Registration and Inquiry Service (NRIS) is activated.   
NRIS keeps track of registered evacuees.  

No pets or alcohol are permitted at emergency shelters.

Vehicle compound 
An emergency compound for vehicles, boats and caravans will be 
established at Crawford Street, Katherine East.  A vehicle hard stand on 
Gorge Road will also be activated if required.

Contact the Katherine Town Council for further details. 

Pets
Do not take pets to emergency shelters.
An animal shelter will be available at the Katherine Town Council Depot 
in Chardon Street, Katherine East, if required.  Pet owners should bring 
food for at least 3 days to the shelter.

If you leave your pet at home, do not tie it up or cage it,  
let it  look after itself.  Leave out food and water.

Listen to the radio for warnings and advice
106.1 FM ABC Radio Katherine

Be Prepared During a Flood Take Precautions


