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The competition was played each 
Wednesday night throughout the 
school holidays at the Alice Springs 

Basketball Stadium in Traeger Avenue.
Superintendent Lance Godwin – who 

is also the Alice Springs Basketball 
Association president – was the driving 
force behind the program along with 
Constable David Witham from the Crime 
Prevention unit.

“Alice Springs, like many other towns, 
has a huge problem with juveniles roaming 
the streets at night causing anti-social 
behaviour,” Supt Godwin said.

“We came up with this program to 
try to encourage kids to do something 
worthwhile with their time at night 
and in the meantime to develop good 
relationships with the Police in Alice 
Springs. The other aspect was to involve 
some of the elite young players who play 
in the local competition to demonstrate to 
these youths that positive role models exist 
within Alice Springs.

“Everyone was invited. There was no 
age limit and no gender limit, but it was 
particularly aimed at young people. We 
managed to get sponsors to help with 
the cost of television advertising and to 
enable us to provide a free barbecue for the 
kids each night. This way it became a real 
community-supported event as well.”

Superintendent Godwin said the success 
of the program was measured by the 
decrease in juvenile crime and anti-social 
behaviour during the school holidays.

“This is traditionally a very busy time 
for us with youth crime. The deal was 
any offending and they would be banned 
from playing. This appears to have had the 
desired effect as we were getting up to 40 or 
50 kids coming along on a Wednesday.”

The night always culminated with an 
All Star team being picked to play the 
Police and positions in this team became 
highly sought after. Transport to and from 
the basketball stadium was provided by 
Tangentyere Council.

“This also solved a lot of the problem of 
kids roaming the streets aimlessly late at 

Top bottom left to right 
Cops team, Abel Lafaele, 
Darren Ferguson, Sean 
Aila, Lance Godwin, 
Kyle Godwin back Trent 
Abbott and Tim Easthope 
get ready to play the 
Kids during the police-
sponsored school holiday 
program in Alice Springs.
Left Creating a level 
playing field, Constable 
Tim Easthope kneels 
to compensate for the 
height difference during 
the Cops versus Kids 
basketball competition 
in Alice Springs.  

“COPS versus KIDS” Basketball 
Competition

night. The reality is a lot of these kids have 
a dysfunctional home life, and being able 
to go to the basketball stadium for a night 
of good fun is a real treat for them.

“We know this program won’t solve all 
the on-going problems with juveniles in 
Alice Springs, but it clearly helped during 
the holiday period and that’s why we’ll be 

running it again.
“Apart from anything else, it’s a good 

opportunity for kids to interact with the 
police in a social environment rather 
than as a result of anti-social behaviour. 
A number of the youths now recognise 
various Police Officers and the interaction 
between both parties has improved”.

Police hosted the highly-
successful “Cops versus Kids” 
basketball competition during 
the recent school holidays as a 
pro-active initiative to mentor 
young people in Alice Springs.
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Garry Casey hung up his Northern 
Territory Police hat in March after 
more than 33 years of service.

He commenced his career with 
Northern Territory Police on 13 October 
1975 and was posted to general Duties 
Darwin immediately after his recruit 
training.

In July 1978 he transferred to the 
Criminal Investigation Branch in Darwin 
where he successfully completed the 

Garry Casey Hangs Up His Hat
Detective Training Course (1/79). Garry 
transferred back to General Duties on 31 
July 1980 and during this time relieved 
at Pularumpi and Maningrida for three 
months each.

On 28 September 1981 he transferred 
back to the Criminal Investigations Branch 
and on 20 September 1985 was promoted 
to Sergeant. Garry remained in Crime 
until 9 March 1992 before transferring 
to the Police College, during this time 
he graduated from the then Northern 
Territory University with a Batchelor of 
Teaching.

Garry changed to School Based Policing 
in April 1995 and on 3 October 1996 
transferred to the Marine and Fisheries 
Enforcement Section (MFES) where he 
remained for the next 9½ years. At the 
beginning of March 2005 Garry took a 
position in Firearms Recording and Policy 
Unit where he remained up until his 
retirement.

Among some of the major cases Garry 
worked on during his career, was the 
investigation of the murder of two girls 
at Berry Springs in the 1980s and the 
recapture of convicted murderer Daniel 

Heiss who escaped from custody in 1991.
Garry was the dedicated OIC of MFES 

for almost 10 years with the responsibility 
for many major scale search and rescue 
operations during that time, including the 
search for Brett Mann, who was taken by a 
crocodile in the Finniss River. This resulted 
in a Commissioner’s Unit Commendation 
to MFES for conspicuous performance 
during the Finniss River search and rescue 
operation.

In 2006, he was given the honor of being 
the Catafalque Party Commander for 
the commemoration of the new National 
Police Remembrance Monument in 
Canberra. Garry also had involvement in 
many organisations such as the Variety 
Club, Vietnam Veterans, Alzheimer’s 
Australia, and Northern Territory 
Emergency Services and as a volunteer 
official with the V8 Supercars.

Commissioner Paul White congratulated 
Garry on his commitment and long 
standing dedication and outstanding 
service as a police officer.

“I wish you and Michelle the best for the 
future and a happy and healthy retirement,” 
he said.

Stanley Fensom retired from the Northern Territory Police Force 
in February after 30 years of service.

He commenced his career with the Northern Territory Police 
on 26 February, 1979 and served in a number of positions and at 
various locations throughout the Northern Territory.

He dedicated most of his career to Crime Investigation and held 
many posts within the Investigation Units. From time to time, Stanley 
acted Officer in Charge of those units.

Stanley’s career was interrupted in 2003 when he was diagnosed 
with a serious illness however, through commitment to policing and 
personal strength he returned to work shortly after.

In 2005 Stanley transferred to the then, Property Crime Reduction 
Unit and remained with this unit before returning to the Darwin 
Investigation Unit in 2007.

The Deputy Commissioner of Police said that from the outset of his 
career Stanley distinguished himself as a character and a thief catcher.

“Over the years his enthusiasm for catching crooks never 
diminished and his return to work after an illness that might have 
deterred others from doing so is to be admired. Like many Stanleys’ 
he was nicknamed ‘Stan the man’. In his case he deserved the title,” he 
said.

The Commissioner of Police wished Stanley, his wife Jane and family 
all the best for the future together and a happy and healthy retirement.

“You were a keen and hard working Detective who investigated and 
solved many property related and serious crimes. Your postings within 
the Command have been a significant milestone in a career spanning a 
total of 30 years,” he said.

“Stan the Man” Retires



A Warm Farewell to 
Commander Greg Dowd

The Northern Territory Police Force 
recently farewelled Commander Greg 
Dowd, who retired after dedicating 
30 years to policing in the Territory.
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Greg joined the Northern Territory 
Police Force in February 1979 and 
was initially attached to General 

Duties Casuarina and Darwin.
Greg then joined the Task Force (now 

Territory Response Section) and was 
promoted to Sergeant before moving to 
the Combined Drug Enforcement Unit, 
followed by General Duties, Marine 
and Fisheries and Major Crime before 
returning to drug investigations.

In 1992 Greg led a small team that 
conducted an intelligence probe into the 
outlaw motorcycle gangs in the NT. During 
this period there were several raids on the 
Hells Angels clubhouse and on member’s 
residences.

“The team had significant success and 
had sources that were able to give accurate 
information about things prior to them 
coming to fruition. It was a great work 
environment and gave me a lot of personal 
satisfaction.”

Greg had a two year secondment to 
the Brisbane office of the National Crime 
Authority commencing in February 
1993 and was one of the three original 
investigators who set up the Brisbane 
office. He returned to Major Crime in 1995 
and was promoted to Senior Sergeant, 
Officer in Charge of the Operational 
Training Unit at the College later that year.

“I was glad to be promoted but not 
particularly happy about the role I was 
given as I was trained as an ‘intelligence 
analyst’. I settled into the role at the College 
and soon began to appreciate what a great 
role it was. It was very demanding but also 
very enjoyable.”

Greg amended the procedure for 
swearing in of new recruits, from the first 
day of training to the day of graduation.

In 1998 Greg transferred to Alice 
Springs and grew to love the town despite 
the social problems it suffers. He began 
to hone his interest in Problem Oriented 
Policing or Intelligence led policing while 
based there.

In 2000 Greg was promoted to 
Superintendent, Drug and Intelligence 
Division and returned to Darwin. The 
Martin Government was elected shortly 
after and aimed to crack down on drug 
dealers in the NT. Greg and Les Martin 
who at that time was the Senior Sergeant 
OIC Drug unit, worked together to get the 
“drug house” amendments passed in the 
Legislative Assembly.

In November 2002 Greg was asked 
if he was interested in taking over as 
the Superintendent, Darwin Region 
Operations.

“It was one of those offers you can’t 
really refuse, so I took it. Working in 
General Duties policing is always full of 
challenges and is rewarding work – I have 
never regretted it.”

Greg took over Palmerston and Rural 
OSD in 2004 when it was separated from 
Darwin and Casuarina and helped drive 
the Tasking and Coordination Group at 
Palmerston which eventually saw some 
significant downturns in our crime trends. 
From this Greg began working on anti-
social behaviour, involving itinerant camps 
on the outer fringes of Palmerston. “The 
team I led in Palmerston did a fantastic 
job in sorting out the issues and providing 
people with alternatives. In my humble 
opinion Palmerston was a much better 
place as a direct result of their efforts.”

In 2004 Greg travelled to Canada 
on exchange with the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP), he visited 
Saskatchewan, Vancouver, Yellowknife 
in the Northwest Territory and also to 
Tuktoyaktuk, which is within the Arctic 
Circle.

“The trip was a great experience and it 
was very useful to see how another police 
force deals with problems in Indigenous 
communities. One aspect I found amazing 
was that despite the different climate, the 
Indigenous communities I visited suffered 
from almost identical problems to those 
throughout the remote parts of the NT.”

In 2005 Greg’s exchange partner, 
Inspector Russ Mirasty from the RCMP, 
came to the NT to see how we provide 
policing services across the NT. Greg 
and Russ continue to contact each other 
and share information on various aspects 
of policing, as part of the continuous 
improvement concept.

In April 2006 Greg was promoted to 
Commander and took over management 
of Katherine and Central Regional 
Command. During this time he was 
involved in getting the Katherine Flood 
Plan rewritten and developed and 
implemented the Northern Territory Social 
Order Crime Reduction Strategy.

The Commissioner of Police, Paul White 
says Commander Dowd has been pivotal 
to the success of this strategy ensuring 
that Northern Territory Police continue 

to maintain the momentum and initiative 
in targeting anti-social behaviour and 
enhancing the safety of our public places.

Early 2008 Greg was seconded to lead 
up a small implementation team based in 
Darwin to progress a range of government 
initiatives to tackle anti-social behaviour. 
These initiatives included re-introduction 
of Darwin Area Night Patrol, a new First 
Response Patrol and a CCTV network 
covering areas of Darwin, Casuarina and 
Palmerston.

In late 2008 Greg was transferred 
from Katherine to the Strategic Planning 
Command and retained oversight of the 
First Response Patrol and the proposed 
CCTV network.

“The CCTV project is particularly 
exciting. Provided it is operated the way 
my team and I envisage, it should have a 
significant impact on safety in the areas 
under coverage and should extend to such 
matters as improved rates of conviction 
based on CCTV evidence, reduced time in 
court for members and earlier guilty pleas.”

Greg and wife Pam plan to move to 
Brisbane in April to renovate a house they 
own there. They intend to travel, and plan 
to spend time with their children and 
grandchildren while they are young. “We 
are both looking forward to the change and 
certainly have no intentions of becoming 
bored”.

The Deputy Commissioner said, 
“It has been my pleasure to have 
known Greg over his long and 
distinguished career. He has 
risen to every challenge that 
policing has provided 
him and has 
demonstrated 
an ability 
to operate at 
a high level in 
both operational and non-
operational areas. Greg is a 
cops’ cop and I wish him and 
Pam every happiness as 
they embark upon 
this next 
phase of 
their lives.”
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Patrons enjoying a Friday night drink 
after a long week at work can expect 
to have an even more enjoyable 

night in safety, after City Safe was officially 
launched in February by the Chief Minister 
and Minister for Police, Paul Henderson.

The 10 strong team is increasing police 
visibility in Darwin nightspots between 
10 pm and 6 am every night, with the aim 
of reducing violence and encouraging 
members of the public to do the right 
thing.

Commander of the Greater Darwin 
Region Rob Kendrick said that Police will 
patrol the bars and clubs and engage with 
patrons, licensees and security staff to 
ensure that nobody is spoiling the night 
out for others.

“These members will be constantly 
patrolling the area on foot and will be on 
standby to respond to any incidents of 
violence or antisocial behaviour.

“Unfortunately when some people abuse 
alcohol and become heavily intoxicated 
they are more likely to become offenders or 
even victims.

”Our dedicated resources will keep 

City Safe Launch

On Thursday 12 March, a Mobile Police Station 
was set up alongside community service 
providers on Nightcliff Foreshore between 

10am and 2pm as part of a new initiative to deliver a 
‘one stop shop’ of core services to the community.

Larrakia Nation, Department of Justice Licensing 
Inspectors, Mission Australia, Centrelink, Police 
Social Order Units and First Response Patrols, all took 
part to showcase their services.

The aim of the event was to interact with people 
in the area who may have become detached from, 
or are unaware of services provided by the NT and 
Australian Government, to the detriment of their 
personal and family health and safety.

Greater Darwin Regional Commander Rob 
Kendrick said that these services aim to assist people 
to get back to their communities and work together to 
reconnect people with help that is available to them.

“We want to keep this as an informal process, rather 
than a big brother approach we want to provide a 
service, instead of moving the problem to another 
area,” he said.

Commander Kendrick said as well as using this as 
a base for the agencies to get out amongst the public, approximately 50 people accessed services on the day and it is hoped this number will 
increase as community awareness grows.

The Interagency Tasking and Coordination Group are looking to continue the trial in other areas around Darwin and Palmerston as part 
of the Integrated Service Delivery Model.

Other agencies which may possibly contribute in future are the Department of Education & Training, Territory Housing, Department of 
Health & Families and local Councils.

Service Providers Unite

a close eye on activities in and around 
licensed venues and make sure that people 
can have a good night out without any 
trouble,” he said.

A critical aspect of City Safe is working 
within the principles of the GDRC 
Licenced Premises Strategy in partnership 
with agencies such as Licensing Regulation 
and Strategy, NT Fire & Rescue Service, 
Health , NT WorkSafe and others, to 
conduct compliance audits, and other 
targeted operations as required.

Funding from the Northern Territory 
Government has gone towards a dedicated 
City Safe vehicle that will be used to 
transport any offenders to the Watch 
House.

The City Safe unit will also be involved 
in conducting presentations for staff at 
licensed premises in conjunction with 
licensees and Licensing and Regulations 
Officers regarding responsible service 
of alcohol and related legislation and 
regulations.

City Safe on patrol, left 
to right Constable Paul 

Allan, Senior Constable 
Brad Fox, Constable First 

Class Troy Cramp and 
Sergeant Rod Godden.
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Melville Island – Women’s 
Fishing Day!
We were on the water by 6:00 a.m. 

and straight away Carter sang 
out a “Yickadee!!”

We all laughed, but poor old Chris (the 
boat ramp manager) jammed on the breaks 
up on the ramp and looked back (I’m sure 
he thought we were sinking).

“Off Duty” is a GS Marine Hydrocraft, 
just short of 7m, with ample room to 
dance, swing lines, rods and anchors.

Our designated positions aboard the 
boat were;

Skipper – Rosanna Breed
Skipper’s Mate – Lisa Burkenhagen,
Bait chic – Katarina Skene
Anchor chic’s – Dannielle Carter and 

Cianne Coleman
Deckhand – Jenny Roe
The destination was the south east side 

of Melville Island. We anchored in the 
middle of the creek just in from its mouth 
and within two minutes had our first fish 
in the boat, a lovely blue salmon. “Thanks 
for coming” was a phrase used frequently 
by Burkenhagen. Then again, another 
salmon, but this time courtesy of Kat.

Two fish in two minutes, how good is 
this?

Roe is in the water and yep she’s on, and 
so is Cianne with a “zippy little bugger.” 
But what they pull up is far from a lovely 
salmon… a stinking catfish and mongrel 
shark. Both safely released back into the 
water (albeit slightly concussed).

We moved up and down the creek, 
taking in the scenery before stopping near 
some snags for morning tea. Out came 
the mushrooms, olives, stuffed chilli, rice 
crackers, capsicum, hommus, cheese/chive 
twist sticks, mussels and cheese... Yummy.

Off again, we headed for Fisherman’s 
Dream, a narrow creek for a large boat, but 
we made it alright. With the anchor down 
we catch more fish; more salmon and some 
lovely ‘fingerprints.’ Well, that’s what CC 
called them, until she realised through her 
fellow fisherwomen’s big belly laughs, that 
they were in fact ‘finger marks’ otherwise 
known as snapper. Lunch time brought 
some chicken and salad wraps or rolls and 
a cool drink to wash it down. Nice!

When it came time to clean up our 
catch I ended up filleting about 20 salmon, 
gutted six fingermarks and left the cod a 
little longer, to make sure it was absolutely 
dead.

After Danielle finally caught a fish, it 

Melville Island – Women’s 
Fishing Day! This fishing tale about the women of the Indigenous Policing 

Development Division is told by Sergeant Rosanna Breed.

was time to head home. We cleared out 
of Fisherman’s Dream and made our way 
back to Leeder’s Creek.

A big storm had just passed through and 
some rather large gusts turned the calm 
water we had to pass through, to less than 
calm. CC yee-haa’d through some of the 
waves, Lisa reckoned she should’ve brought 
some goggles, and Katarina, well she just 
held on for dear life.

Our return journey took 30 minutes 
longer, but the joy of the day prevailed and 
it was time well spent amongst friends.

Background Sunrise at 
the mouth of Leeder’s 
Creek. Top Danielle 
Carter. Left Lisa 
Burkenhagen,  Below the 
IPDD fisherwomen crew.



The DRUM Magazine | April 2009 | 23

The Casuarina Police Beat Office was formally opened on 15 
December 2008 by Acting Chief Minister Marion Scrymgour 
with the aims of combating anti-social behaviour and 

property crime in the Casuarina Shopping Precinct.
It provides a high-visibility, proactive police presence and is 

increasing the confidence of administrative stakeholders, retailers 
and the general public.

The Police Beat Office is staffed by four full time General Duties’ 
officers and two Auxiliaries assisting with front counter enquiries. 
These Police Beat members are additional resources – not sourced 
from or depleting staff numbers at other police stations.

They regularly patrol within Casuarina Shopping Square as well 
as patrolling the surrounding precinct – this includes liquor outlets, 
licensed venues, the Library, service station, food outlets, the Bus 
Exchange, Centrelink Office, retail shops, roads and footpaths.

It is clear from the volume of positive feedback received from 
the public, retailers and Casuarina Square management that the 
community feels safer since the opening of the Police Beat Office.

The two most common observations made to police by the 
public are:

Shoppers now feel far less likely to be harassed or intimidated 
when entering or leaving the area; and

The sight of an intoxicated person wandering the Casuarina 
Business Precinct is less common

The model presented by this successful Police Beat Office is set 
to be replicated in mid to late 2009 with similar police beats in 
Alice Springs, Nightcliff, Karama, Parap, Palmerston and the Bagot 
Community.

“We are very pleased with the results from the Police Beat Office 
to date, and continue to receive fantastic and positive feedback 

from retailers and members of the public,”w said Superintendent 
Peter Gordon of Casuarina Police Station.

“By taking a partnership approach to an on-going problem 
through the Police Beat concept, we’ve seen a real drop in anti-
social behaviour and at the same time we have the capability to be 
constantly proactive.

“The presence of Police Beat members across the precinct is very 
reassuring to retailers and visitors to the precinct. The members 
have a sense of ownership of the problems and of belonging to that 
community,” he said.

Casuarina Police Beat

In December the Ti Tree Northern 
Territory Emergency Service, Volunteer 
Unit held an Official Opening for their 

refurbished training and operational 
Headquarters located next to the Ti Tree 
Police Station.

The unit was originally formed in 1984 
but until recently had disbanded due to 
insufficient Volunteer numbers. Thanks 
to the dedicated work of Acting Sergeant 
Justin Harbour, the Volunteer Unit is now 
operational with 19 active Volunteers from 
the Ti Tree district.

“It’s only with the great help of the 
community volunteers, Geoff Grant our 
Unit Officer and Keith Lewis the Alice 
Springs Area Manager for the Northern 
Territory Emergency Service that this unit 
is where it is today” said Acting Sergeant 
Harbour during the opening.

Northern Territory Emergency Service, 
Alice Springs Area Manager Keith Lewis 
officially opened the Headquarters.

“Volunteer units are an essential part of 
first response to motor vehicle accidents, 
search and rescue and storm damage 
operations and I must highly commend 

NTES Celebrate TiTree Opening

Justin, the volunteers and the Community 
in general for their hard work,” he said.

The opening was followed by a BBQ and 
the annual Ti Tree Police vs. Roadhouse 
Cricket Match.

The match came down to the wire with 
the Roadhouse team finally winning and 
a special mention to the umpires this year, 

who even under great pressure, failed to 
take any bribes, well done.

The Ti Tree Volunteer unit meets 
fortnightly to train for all types of 
emergency situations. Anyone interested in 
becoming a Northern Territory Emergency 
Service Volunteer should contact their 
local unit.

Pictured left to right 
Constable Dean Elliot, 

Unit Officer Geoff Grant, 
Alice Springs Area 

Manager Keith Lewis and 
Sergeant Justin Harbour .

Auxiliary Diana Barclay 
enjoys working  at the 

front counter of the 
Casuarina Police Beat.
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Director Forensic Science Branch, 
Mr Andy Telfer is relatively new 
to the agency and moved from 

South Australia to the NT in July 2008. The 
transition to the Territory has been smooth 
and Andy and his wife Ruth are thoroughly 
enjoying the Territorian life style, the warm 
climate and the opportunity to get outside 
and into the pool.

Andy was born in Fiji but has spent most 
of his life in Adelaide. He and Ruth have 
two daughters and two young grandsons in 
South Australia and Tasmania.

Andy has spent his whole career as 
a Police Officer in South Australia and 
has extensive knowledge and 18 years 
experience in crime scene examination and 
DVI work. Going from a Superintendent 
position with South Australia Police to a 
public servant role in the NT has taken 
Andy a little getting used to.

 “Going from a sworn officer to a “Mr” is 
quite strange” he said.

Andy went through the South 
Australian Police Academy with NT Police 
Commissioner Paul White, who was two 
courses in front of him. He then spent two 
years on patrol after graduating at the age 
of 20, before getting into Forensics.

He was promoted to Inspector in 
1991 and later to Superintendent as OIC 
Forensics and then spent four years doing 
corporate project work in areas such as 
road safety and workforce planning before 
moving to the Territory.

“I was lucky enough to get this job. 
It has given me a complete change of 
environment and also got me back into 
forensic science, it’s been a really good 
change and I’m enjoying Darwin and the 
agency,” he said.

Andy is excited at the chance to bring 
some new thoughts, ideas and stability to 
the branch.

“The branch is very committed to 
quality work and I aim to support the team 
to ensure resources are available to enable 
them to provide the quality they strive for.”
Career highlight so far?

I was involved with bomb response and 
bomb scene examination when I was given 
the opportunity to do a national bomb 
scene examination overseas study tour 

In The Spotlight –
Director Forensic Science Branch

with a forensic scientist form Melbourne. I 
visited such places as USA, UK, Northern 
Ireland, Israel and Germany. I then came 
back and helped establish the National 
bomb scene examination course. This was 
an opportunity of a life time.
Where did you grow up?

I was born in Fiji and at the age of 
eight moved to Victor Harbour and then 
Adelaide, South Australia.
What did you want to be when you 
grew up?

I had no specific ambition as such. I 
joined the Police Force partly because 
I didn’t know what else to do and it 
interested me. Policing provided me with 
opportunities I just wouldn’t be offered 
anywhere else. Once I got into crime 
scene investigation I realised this is what 
I wanted to do and from there I haven’t 
looked back.
What can’t you live without?

I probably should say that I couldn’t live 
without my wife, Ruth, after being together 
for 35 years. But life without good wine 
(and particularly red) would be pretty 
traumatic.
Favourite place?

The Flinders Ranges in South Australia. 
The peace and quiet, the magnificence of 
gum tree lined dry creeks, the changing 
colours of the ranges themselves makes this 
a fabulous place to be – and I go there most 
years for a week.
Your role model?

Career wise, my role model was Senior 
Sergeant Barry Cocks who was basically 
the father of forensic science in South 
Australia. He was very inspirational and 
reinforced the need to be really open-
minded and fastidious. I respected his 
whole approach to forensic science.

The other would be Sandy Congdon, a 
colleague in the Forensic Science area in 
South Australia Police. He was a fantastic 
bloke and a very strategic thinker and 
was excellent in identifying and solving 
problems. It was a huge loss when he 
passed away from a brain tumour at a 
young age.
Interests?

Music, mainly classical and jazz, I have 
just joined the Darwin Chorale, which 
is involved in quite a few interesting 
musical events across Darwin. I am also 
quite involved in the Uniting Church at 
Nightcliff.

I enjoy cycling, my wife and I have a 
tandem bike, and we have done a few 
week trips through the Flinders Rangers, 
Victoria and Tasmania which were 
enjoyable and challenging at times.
Favourite read?

I’m not a big reader. I did enjoy the 
Robert Ludlum, Bourne series. I’m 
currently reading the autobiography of 
Kirsty Sword Gusmao.
What would you do if you won Lotto?

I would ask my wife to stop work and I 
would take my whole family on an overdue 
Disney land holiday which was promised 
21 years ago.
Greatest achievement to date?

My greatest achievement would have to 
be being the DVI Commander in the team 
that worked in Bali after the bombings. 
DVI work is very different then normal 
crime scene work. Having the ability to 
support the identification process and 
be part of that process was an excellent 
experience.

This was the busiest time in my career 
but would have to be one of the best 
achievements. Building relationships and 
bringing victims and families back together 
is very unique and a very rewarding role.

Following on from the Bali Bombings, 
Australia and New Zealand made a 
lot of advances in DVI training and 
capability. At that time I was still Chair 
of the Australasian DVI Committee. The 
cooperation of states was fantastic and 
the Committee achieved quite a lot at 
that time. I believe I contributed to those 
achievements.



thanks and praise
The opening months of 2009 have been a hive of activity, and the hard work 
and compassionate nature of the Northern Territory Police Fire and Emergency 
Services shines through our April edition of The Drum.

Our main feature focuses on the generous and innovative collection efforts of Tri-
service personnel who raised much needed funds for the victims of the horrific 
Victorian Bushfires in February. I send my heartfelt condolence to the many 
people who have been personally affected by this tragedy.

I am proud of our own contingent of Northern Territory Emergency Service, 
Police and Fire and Rescue personnel who volunteered and assisted in the 
response efforts alongside Bushfires NT. I also believe that the exchange 
opportunity provided to our Executive in Victoria during this time was invaluable 
to NTPFES capacity building.

Some of our Police were recognised in recent months, Sergeant Rosanna Breed 
with the Tribute to NT Women Award, Pauline Williams with Auxiliary of the 
Year, Senior Sergeant Garry Smith with a Commendation for Brave Conduct and 
Detective Senior Sergeant Scott Pollock and Sergeant Stuart Davis with Australian 
Police Medals. Also Selwyn Kloeden was awarded the Emergency Services Medal 
for his ongoing contribution to the N’taria Volunteer Unit. I congratulate them 
each individually for their outstanding work.

Proactive policing and crime reduction continues to be a major focus into 2009 
and I am pleased that initiatives like the Casuarina Police Beat, which was opened 
in December, has received continuous positive feedback from members of the 
public and retailers. Likewise, City Safe was officially launched earlier this year 
and I look forward to seeing positive results in the Darwin City as this dedicated 
10 person unit targets antisocial behaviour and liquor licensing compliance. 
The innovative idea to trial a united front of community service providers with 
a Mobile Police Station at the Nightcliff Foreshore in March has also shown 
potential and demonstrates our commitment to developing our approach to 
policing in the community through the Integrated Taskforce Coordination Group.

A significant step was made in community relations with police at Galiwinku on 
Elcho Island after the new Galiwinku Police Station was opened in early March. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the event and the thoughtful performances from students of 
Shepherdson School and the Gowa Christian School and it was excellent to see 
so many people attend to show their support for the police in the community.

Furthermore in recent months we have farewelled some of our most familiar 
faces; officers who have retired after serving the Northern Territory Police with 
distinction over many years, Stan Fensom, Garry Casey and Greg Dowd. I wish 
them and their families every happiness as they embark on their new journeys.

Commissioner’s
Message In February the Yuendemu Health 

Centre Manager Bill Harvie, wrote to the 

Commissioner to praise Yuendemu Police 

for their assistance over the Australia Day 

weekend. Sergeant Mark Malogorski came 

to Mr Harvie’s assistance after he bogged the 

clinic vehicle 15 kilometres outside of the 

community. Even after Sergeant Malogorski 

had been digging for a long time and the 

police vehicle also got bogged there was 

“no complaint from Mark just good positive 

support, hard work and an almost cheery 

approach that lifted [Mr Harvie’s] feeling of 

“gloom”’. The situation didn’t get any better 

when the council backhoe and grader also 

got bogged in the rescue efforts that night 

and the following day. Sergeant Malogorski 

and Constable Mark Clemmens worked 

tirelessly over the weekend to rectify the 

situation. “These blokes went above and 

beyond the call of duty,” Mr Harvie said.

The Assistant Director of Public Prosecution 

(South), Nanette Rogers recognised 

Detective Acting Sergeant Sachin Sharma’s 

“extraordinary eye for detail”, professionalism 

and commitment in his role as Officer in 

Charge of various serious drug prosecution 

cases arising from the Police Operation 

“Felsite”. Nanette said that Sachin’s “hard work, 

dedication and enthusiasm are outstanding.” 

In January, Acting Sergeant Sharma received 

a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of 

his work in this operation.

Sheila Joshua, a member of the Minyerri 

Community and Councillor of the Never Never 

Council Ward wrote to the Commissioner 

in November to officially recognise the 

wonderful work of the Minyerri Police. 

“Sergeant Martin Bound, and federal agents 

Morgan McPherson and Theo Tsavalas have 

been very good to the Minyerri Community. 

They have helped us a lot and have always 

been there when needed. They have accepted 

our culture and traditions and have used 

what they have learnt to deal with our people. 

They are friendly and have made a lot of new 

friends here… the work they have done has 

made our community a much safer place,” she 

said.

Stephen Kraunz wrote of his appreciation 

for the efforts of Constable Michael Kent. 

In the internet feedback form he writes 

“Constable Kent works out in Avon Downs 

and I was recently stuck there in the floods. 

I believe that Michael went far beyond his 

official responsibilities in his assistance. 

Furthermore, he carried out his duties 

with such remarkable professionalism and 

enthusiasm. I will forever be thankful for both 

his and his colleagues help.”

Detective Senior Constable Timothy Lee 

and Constable First Class Jonathon Spencer 

have been recognised by the Commissioner 

for their dedication and commitment during 

a murder investigation. In their letters, the 

Commissioner recognised the thoroughness 

of their investigation and the high quality of 

their paper work that contributed in securing 

a conviction for murder.

Detective Sergeant Clint Sims, Detective 

Sergeant Ivana Young, Senior Constable 

Ken Bradshaw and Constable Mathew 

Unwin were recognised for their important 

roles during “Operation Metis.” The Operation 

targeted an established criminal network 

involved in the distribution of dangerous 

drugs in South Australia and the Northern 

Territory. Twelve offenders were arrested 

and commercial quantities of Cannabis, LSD, 

MDMA and Ketamine as well as $200 000 

worth of cash and property were seized.

In December the Members of “Operation 

Headland” were awarded for their excellent 

efforts in targeting outlaw Motorcycle Gang 

members in Alice Springs for offences of 

assault, extortion and perverting the course 

of justice.

Similarly the Commanders Tactical Team 

in Darwin was also awarded for the successful 

“Operation Metallah.” Over a four day period 

nine offenders were arrested, 10 search 

warrants were executed, seven stolen motor 

vehicles were recovered as well as $300 000 

worth of stolen property.

The Joint Emergency Service 

Communication Centre received a Certificate 

of Appreciation in December for the role 

their personnel played in response to a 

life-threatening incident involving a woman 

armed with a firearm. The certificate read 

that “all call communicators involved in this 

matter acted in an exemplary manner while 

communicating with the distressed woman 

under very difficult circumstances. The 

professionalism of the Call communicators 

was recognised by the Territory Coroner 

and reflects well on the reputation of Joint 

Emergency Service Communication Centre.”

The Police Negotiation Unit also received 

a certificate of Appreciation for their actions 

and professionalism during this incident and 

was commended by the Territory Coroner. 

Police Auxiliary Judy – Anne Tipper 

received a personal letter of recognition for 

acting in a calm and professional manner 

throughout the very difficult situation. Her 

actions were recognised by the Territory 

Coroner who said that she “did everything 

[she] possibly could” and the Commissioner 

added that her actions “under very difficult 

circumstances were highly commendable.”

Congratulations to Tahnee Afuhaamango 

who was the NT representative in the 

Australian team that participated in the 

4th World Down Syndrome Swimming 

Championships held in November 2008 in 

Portugal. Tahnee was given Officer Malu as a 

mascot from Sergeant Garry Casey, a family 

friend. Tahnee was very successful in her 

events winning seven gold medals, two silver 

and setting six world records and was named 

overall World Female Champion.
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