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Templates to create your Leave Early and Stay and Defend Survival Plans are at the back of this guide
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Why manage fire and prepare for bushfires
on your property?
Managing fire and vegetation on your property is your
responsibility. This guide is designed to help you better
understand these responsibilities and the practical steps you
can take to prepare your property for bushfires.
Ensuring your property is ready for fire is in everyone’s
best interest. By doing this you help protect yourself, your
property, your neighbours, and your community.
Planning for bushfires helps landowners or occupiers
understand and manage risk on their properties. This also
enables landowners or occupiers to meet their fire and
vegetation management requirements under the Bushfires
Management Act 2016 and the Weeds Management Act 2001.

Context of bushfires and fire management
in the Top End
The Top End experiences some of the most frequent fires in
the whole of Australia. This is a consequence of the region’s
regular monsoonal climate. The wet season generates heavy
growth of grasses and during the dry season, these grasses
eventually cure to a tinderbox.
Not all fire is damaging. In the early dry and wet seasons
low-intensity fire can be used as a land management tool.
Historically, fire has been used to maintain plant and animal
species and to manage fuel loads.
A high risk of damaging bushfires comes when we reach the
middle of the dry season. This is the hottest and windiest
time of the year and it’s also when the grass and other
vegetation are the driest.

Property Fire Management with
Bushfires NT (BFNT) and the
NT Fire and Rescue Service (NTFRS)
Your fire and vegetation management responsibilities as
a landowner or occupier vary in the Northern Territory
depending on the location of your property. The NTFRS
administers the Fire and Emergency Act 1996 within
Emergency Response Areas (ERA’s). All major towns fall
within an ERA. BFNT administer the Bushfires Management
Act 2016 in all areas outside of an ERA.
If you are unsure if your property is located inside or
outside of an ERA, please visit the following NTFRS
link and refer to the ERA maps for your local area:
pfes.nt.gov.au/fire-and-rescue-service/publications

INTRODUCTION
Planning for bushfires is a
3 step process

1. PREPARE.

You must make important decisions and preparations
before the fire season starts regarding your property and
your planned actions during periods of high fire danger
and threats of bushfires in your area.
This includes:
•

Preparing your property for bushfires.

•

Developing Property Fire Management Plans.

•

Creating and maintaining firebreaks.

•

Managing gamba grass and other vegetation.

•

Bushfire survival planning.

2. ACT.

You must act by keeping informed of Fire Danger Ratings
and Bushfire Alerts for your area while ready to implement
your Bushfire Survival Plan. This information will allow you
to protect yourself and your property.
Please visit this link to learn how to stay informed:
securent.nt.gov.au/prepare-for-an-emergency/bushfires/
bushfire-emergencies

3. SURVIVE.

You must implement your Bushfire Survival Plan based on
Bushfire Alerts. Bushfires may threaten without warning so
you need to have a plan and know what you will do prior
to one occurring. The safest option is to Leave Early while
it is still safe to travel.
If your Bushfire Survival Plan includes the decision to Stay
and Defend, only do so if your home is built to withstand
a bushfire, you are prepared to the highest level and are
physically able to do so.

Understanding which organisation is responsible for where
your property is located is important information. This
will determine what your legal responsibilities are for fire
management. It will also determine which organisation can
help enable you to effectively manage fire and plan for
bushfires on your property. Both organisations can give you
information to help make decisions, but ultimately it is your
responsibility to manage fire on your property and plan for
bushfires.
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PREPARE.

PREPARING YOUR PROPERTY
Preparing your property for bushfires is a Northern Territory
landowner or occupier responsibility. Preparing reduces
the threat of bushfires to you and your property, makes
neighbourhoods and communities safer, and allows for you
and firefighters to better defend your property.
There are many practical measures you can take which will
prepare your property for bushfires. The list below contains
many common things that landowners or occupiers can do
to prepare their properties for bushfires, but there may be
many more specific to your property.

Managing fire on a property is a Nothern Territory
landowner or occupier responsibility. Landowners or
occupiers should consider developing a Property Fire
Management Plan, especially if planned burns will be used
on your property. For more information regarding Property
Fire Management Plans or if you require further assistance
and/or advice in developing your plan, please contact your
nearest Bushfires NT office or visit:
depws.nt.gov.au/bushfire-information-and-management/
planning-for-a-bushfire/prepare-and-plan-for-bushfires

PROPERTY BUSHFIRE PREPARATIONS

4m

Create and maintain
firebreaks

Clean gutters and cut back
vegetation from buildings

Property Fire Management Plans
and Bushfire Survival Plans

Slash, burn, spray or graze
grasses down with stock

Conduct permitted planned
burns in early dry or wet
season

Ensure safe access to
property for emergency
response vehicles

Setup and maintain
sprinkler systems, test any
water pumps

Store flammable or
hazardous materials in
locations fire cannot spread
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Manage gamba
grass

Obtain and maintain
firefighting equipment

Ensure property
identification and numbering
is clearly visible from the road

Identify and plan how you
will protect valuable items
on your property

Obtain and maintain
Check water sources such
firefighting clothing if you plan as dams, pools, bores, and
to defend your property
tanks to ensure accessibility
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PREPARE.

FIREBREAKS
Firebreaks are a critical part
of preparing your property for
bushfires. They help slow or
stop the spread of low intensity
bushfires. They also provide
access for firefighters conducting
firefighting operations. It is your
legal responsibility as a landowner
or occupier to establish and
maintain firebreaks on your
property.

Free from
vegetation greater
than 50mm high

Firebreaks must be positioned within
the perimeter of your property,
as well as being installed around
your house, permanent structures,
stationary engines, and flammable
materials.
Firebreaks must be free from
vegetation greater than 50mm high,
and all slashed or dried material
removed. All firebreaks must be at
least 4m wide.
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Firebreaks help reduce the risk of
spread in low intensity bushfires
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All slashed or
dried material
removed

Keep flammable material away
from structures

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

LEGEND

Firebreaks are legally required under
the Bushfires Management Act 2016
and must be maintained where
accessible all year round.
Properties without compliant
firebreaks may be subject to an
infringement notice or other
enforcement actions.
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Diagram 1.
An example of how firebreaks must be
installed for a residential property and
minimum gamba grass management
requirements.
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PREPARE.
WEED MANAGEMENT

Gamba grass creates
large amounts of fuel for
bushfires to burn

Properly managing gamba grass is a legal
requirement property owners or occupiers
have under the Weeds Management Act
2001. This management is also a significant
consideration to prepare for bushfires.

– much more so than native grass species.

This results in intense fires which are harder to control, require
more firefighting resources, and place firefighters and the public
at greater risk.
You can get free herbicide, spray equipment loans and
weed management advice from the Weeds Branch to help
control gamba grass in the Top End, including Katherine.
Contact
Weeds Branch for
more information!

nt.gov.au/gamba
weedinfo@nt.gov.au
8999 4567

In addition to being a highly invasive weed,
gamba grass dries out later in the year,
creating large amounts of fuel to burn – much
more so than native grass species. This results
in intense fires which are harder to control,
require more firefighting resources, and place
firefighters and the public at greater risk.
All property owners and occupiers must
install a 15m gamba grass free buffer around
the entire property boundary, around all
infrastructure, and along either side of all
tracks and driveways. If you have a small
amount of gamba or if you are located in the
Zone A Eradication Zone (per diagram 2), you
must be working towards removing all gamba
plants from your property.
Property inspections are made by Weed
Management Officers, and you may receive a
control order or fines for non-compliance.

GAMBA GRASS Declaration Zones

Diagram 2. Gamba Grass Declaration Zones.
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PREPARE YOUR BUSHFIRE SURIVIVAL PLAN

PREPARE.

Your Bushfire Survival Plan is one of the best ways to help improve the safety
of you and your family before the impact of, or during a bushfire. Your plan
can help stop you from making rushed decisions at the last moment.

LEAVE
EARLY

THE SAFEST OPTION
When to consider Leaving
Early:

!

Templates to create your
Leave Early and Stay and
Defend Survival Plans are at
the back of this guide.

STAY AND
DEFEND

A PREPARED PROPERTY
Consider the following if you plan
to Stay and Defend your property:

Is the Fire Danger Rating Catastrophic? Homes
aren’t designed to withstand a bushfire during
these conditions. Any fire that starts and takes
hold will be so intense that it won’t be safe to
Stay and Defend any home - no matter how well
prepared it is.

Is your property well prepared and maintained?

Have you prepared yourself or your property
to give you and your home the best level of
protection from a fire?

Do you have well maintained firefighting resources
and equipment and does everyone planning to
Stay and Defend know how to use them?

Are there children, elderly or disabled people in
your home? People who are vulnerable due to age,
health, or any other reason, should always Leave
Early.

Do you have access to water for firefighting
purposes e.g a tank, dam or pool?

Is your property defendable? Some properties are
not safe to defend because of their location and/
or construction.

Do you have a back-up plan?

If you plan to leave then you should leave well
before a fire reaches your area and well before
you are under threat. You should listen to your
local radio and monitor public information
websites for bushfire alerts – but do not rely just
on alerts as fires can develop quickly and impact
on communities before authorities can issue
official alerts.
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Are you physically and emotionally prepared to
defend your property?
Do you know what to do before, during and after
a bushfire?

Do you have appropriate personal protective
clothing?

Having your own firefighting equipment and clear access trails is
recommended if you choose to Stay and Defend your property
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ACT.

Act by keeping informed of Fire Danger Ratings and Bushfire Alerts, be ready
to implement your Bushfire Survival Plan.

FIRE DANGER RATINGS
The Fire Danger Rating shows the risk of bushfires in your area
and gives you an indication of the consequences of a bushfire,
if one was to start.
The rating is based on the predicted conditions influencing
bushfires such as the temperature, humidity, wind, and
dryness of the landscape.
The Fire Danger Rating should be a part of your decision
process when implementing a Bushfire Survival Plan.

LOW-MODERATE

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Fires will threaten without warning. It will be difficult to see,
hear and breathe.
Fires may be uncontrollable and fast moving. A significant
amount of burning embers will be blown around and spot
fires will start, often many kilometres ahead of the main fire.

CATASTROPHIC

Even well-prepared homes in the path of the fire are likely to
be destroyed. Expect wide scale power, telephone and water
supply failures.

WHAT SHOULD I DO?
It will not be safe to Stay and Defend your home.
Implement your Bushfire Survival Plan and leave your home
early in the day. Survival is now your first priority.
Keep updated with the situation throughout the day. Ensure
you have the capability to do this if your property loses
electric power.

Fire will threaten suddenly. It will be hot, windy and difficult
to see, hear and breathe.

Implement your Bushfire Survival Plan. Survival is now your
first priority.

Fires will be difficult to control and fast moving. Burning
embers will be blown around and start spot fires.

Leave your home early in the day. This is the best option for
survival.

Well-prepared homes will offer some safety. Expect power,
telephone and water supply failures.

If you decide to Stay and Defend your home, make sure it
has been constructed to withstand bushfires and proper
preparations have been made to defend your property. You
must also be physically able to fight a fire.  
Keep updated with the situation throughout the day. Ensure
you have the capability to do this if your property loses
electric power.

EXTREME
Fires can be difficult to control and will burn unpredictably.
Embers will be blown around and it will be uncomfortable
and dangerous to be out in the open.

Implement your Bushfire Survival Plan. Survival is now your
first priority.

Homes in the path of the fire, or impacted by ember attack,
may be destroyed. Only well-prepared homes and substantial,
solid buildings will offer some safety.

If you decide to Stay and Defend your home, make sure it
has been constructed to withstand bushfires and proper
preparations have been made to defend your property. You
must also be physically able to fight a fire.  

Expect localised power, telephone and water supply failures.

Leaving your home early in the day is the best option for survival.

Do not expect a fire truck to attend.

Keep updated with the situation throughout the day. Ensure
you have the capability to do this if your property loses
electric power.

Fires can be difficult to control. Embers may be blown
around.

Implement your Bushfire Survival Plan.

Loss of property and injury is less likely, but significant
damage could occur.
Well prepared homes and substantial buildings can offer safe
shelter.

VERY HIGH

Some local infrastructure may be temporarily unavailable.

HIGH

Fires can be controlled. The loss of property is unlikely but
damage may occur.

LOWMODERATE

FIRE DANGER RATING

Do not expect a fire truck to come to your home.

Do not expect a fire truck to come to your home.

SEVERE

CATASTROPHIC

Well prepared homes and substantial buildings can offer safe
shelter.
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If you decide to Stay and Defend your home, make sure it
has been constructed to withstand bushfires and proper
preparations have been made to defend your property. You
must also be physically able to fight a fire.
Keep updated with the situation throughout the day. Ensure
you have the capability to do this if your property loses
electric power.
Keep updated with the situation throughout the day. Ensure
you have the capability to do this if your property loses
electric power.
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ACT.

ON DAYS OF INCREASED FIRE DANGER
On hot, dry, windy days you should pay extra attention to the fire risk in your
area. There are actions you can do to save time in case a fire does start:

Contain pets and
move stock to fully
grazed areas

!

Check water pumps
and generators are
working

Have emergency
kit and protective
clothing ready

Listen to media and
monitor information
websites for updates

Talk to your
neighbours, family
and friends

Make sure your whole family is familiar with your Bushfire Survival Plan and when to put it into action.

KEEP INFORMED
The Fire Danger Rating is shown by
a coloured signboard which is on the
side of major roads. The current Fire
Danger Rating can also be obtained via
the Bushfire emergencies links on the
SecureNT website:
securent.nt.gov.au/prepare-for-an-emergency/fires/bushfires/bushfire-emergencies
Bushfire Planning Guide
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Once a bushfire has started a Bushfire Alert will be issued. As part of your
Bushfire Survival Plan, you will need to identify what your actions will be
once an Emergency Warning, Watch and Act or Advice alert has been issued
for your area. As soon as you become aware that there is a fire in your area,
you must put your Bushfire Survival Plan into action. Hesitating or adopting
a ‘wait and see’ approach could have deadly consequences for you and your
family.

ALERT

EMERGENCY
WARNING

WATCH AND
ACT

ADVICE

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

WHAT SHOULD I DO?

A Bushfire Emergency Warning is
the most serious type of alert. If
this alert is broadcast your family
and property is in danger and you
must act now.
This alert will tell you the following:
•
where the fire currently is
•
its severity, time to impact on
your community
•
what you should do
immediately

Immediately implement your
Bushfire Survival Plan if not already
done so. Any delay now puts your
life at risk.
Depending on fire location and fire
conditions, leaving may not be an
option at this time.
Prepare to shelter in place as the
fire front passes by.

A Watch and Act alert informs you
of a fire that could be any of the
following:
•
approaching your community
•
changing with conditions
•
threatening property or life if
not controlled
If this message is broadcast you will
need to take action now to protect
your family and home.

Immediately implement your
Bushfires Survival Plan. Take action
now to protect your family and
your property.
Call and check on your neigbours.
Unlock all gates to allow easy
access for firefighters.
Prepare firefighting equipment.
Consolidate stock in an area likely
to be least impacted by bushfire.
Secure dogs and other pets in
preparation for firefighters entering
your property.
Consider alternate transportation
for children at school.
Monitor situation for any changes.
Turn on sprinklers.
Contact friends and neighbours
regarding the situation.
Monitor situation for any changes.

A Planned Burn alert informs you
that Bushfires NT are conducting a
planned burn operation.
There is no danger to you, your
family or your property.

If you’re driving past the planned
burn operation, for the safety of
firefighters you need to slow down
and turn your headlights on.

Bushfire Planning Guide

Know what you will do to survive

KEEP YOURSELF READY
Some fires start and spread so
quickly that there’s no time for
any warning at all. That’s why
you need to have a Bushfire
Survival Plan and be prepared
to put it into action quickly.

!

Where to check
for and monitor
bushfire alerts
You can view current bushfire
alerts from any of the following:

Monitor situation for any changes.

A Bushfire Advice alert informs you
that a fire has started but there is
no immediate danger.
This alert generally relates to one
of the following:
•
a small fire which is
controllable
•
an area likely to be affected
by smoke

PLANNED
BURN

SURVIVE.

NT Fire Incident Map:
bushfires.nt.gov.au/incidentmap
SecureNT Alerts:
securent.nt.gov.au/alerts
Bushfires NT:
facebook.com/BushfiresNT
Bushfires NT:
twitter.com/bushfiresnt

Local television news such as
ABC, Channel 9 and Imparja

Local radio station such as
ABC
Additionally, you may receive
alerts by automated text
message if you are present in
an effected area
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STAY AND DEFEND

SURVIVAL PLAN

Before the start of the bushfire season, I will:

Even though I’m well prepared, I will leave if the Fire Danger Rating is
or a fire has broken out nearby (fill out the Leave Early Survival Plan as well).
As the fire approaches, I will:

As the fire arrives, I will:

After the fire has passed, I will:

Everyone must have a contingency plan - even the best plans can fail. Remember, leaving late can lead to death or
serious injury. You must identify a number of nearby safer places that you can relocate to at very short notice if all else
fails e.g. well prepared neighbour’s house, sports ground or beach.
Nearby safer place 1
Nearby safer place 2
Nearby safer place 3

Important phone numbers
Fire: 000
School:
Family:
Other:

Police: 000
No:
No:
No:

Work:
Friend:
Other:

Ambulance: 000
No:
No:
No:

STAY AND DEFEND

SURVIVAL PLAN

Staying to defend a well prepared property during a
bushfire always carries the risk of injury or death. However,
defending your home is a reasonable choice if:

As the fire approaches

•

Your property is well-prepared.

⃝ Secure animals and locate in a safe area.

•

You are physically fit and emotionally prepared.

⃝ Clear leaves from roof gutters, decks and lawns.

•

The Fire Danger Rating is less than ‘extreme’.

⃝ Remove flammable outdoor furniture, doormats and
hanging baskets.

Most people who die in bushfires are
caught in the open, either in their car or on
foot, because they’ve left their property
too late when the fire is approaching.
If you are unsure about defending your
property, you should prepare a Leave Early
Survival Plan as well.

⃝ Ensure gates are unlocked and open for firefighters.

⃝ Fill bath, buckets and containers with water.
⃝ Close all windows and doors to prevent embers from
starting fires inside.
⃝ Patrol property for spot fires to extinguish.
⃝ Stay close to house, drink water and check the welfare
of others and animals.

As the fire arrives

⃝ A firefighting pump, hose and nozzle.

⃝ Take shelter inside the safest building on your property,
protect yourself from radiant heat ensuring fire-fighting
equipment is safe.

⃝ Firefighting water supply.

⃝ Connect a hose to laundry tap.

⃝ Ladder for access to roof gutters and into the roof
space.

⃝ Continually check for outbreak of fires inside buildings,
including in the roof space.

⃝ Garden hose and fittings.

⃝ Soak towels and place under external doors.

⃝ Rake and a strong bucket.

⃝ Ensure you can exit the home should it catch fire.

Prepare your firefighting equipment

⃝ A wet mop for putting out embers and small fires.
⃝ Generator to operate the bore.

Prepare for your safety
⃝ Prepare personal protective equipment such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

long sleeved woollen or cotton clothing
broad brimmed hat
sturdy leather boots
leather gloves
protective eye wear
face mask
torch
battery powered radio
spare batteries
first aid kit
drinking water

⃝ If you have children at school, plan for contigencies if
bus services are disrupted.

Once the fire has passed
⃝ Extinguish any part of your buildings that are alight.
⃝ Patrol the property (including roof space) to extinguish
fires.
⃝ Keep checking for several hours.
⃝ Drink water frequently to avoid dehydration.

Keep your Stay and Defend Survival Plan
in a safe and easily accessible place.

LEAVE EARLY

SURVIVAL PLAN

When to go (what will prompt you to Leave Early):
Very High

Fire Danger Rating is (circle one):

Severe

Extreme

Catastrophic

Other trigger points to Leave Early:

Where to go and how to get there (identify one or more safe locations and what roads will
take you there, have several alternatives):
Location 1

Route:

Location 2

Route:

Location 3

Route:

Who to tell you have left (before and after, list names and telephone numbers):
Name:

No:

Name:

No:

Name:

No:

Name:

No:

Name:

No:

Name:

No:

What to take (make a list of your valuable items and important documents and add to your
Emergency Kit):

What to do to prepare property for a bushfire while no one is home:

Important phone numbers:
Fire: 000
School:
Family:
Other:

Police: 000
No:
No:
No:

Work:
Friend:
Other:

Ambulance: 000
No:
No:
No:

LEAVE EARLY

SURVIVAL PLAN

When to leave?

What will you take?

Determine well prior to a fire occurring what your triggers
are to implement your Leave Early Survival Plan. It is
recommended that you leave early if:

Develop a list of items you and your family will need to take
if you decide to leave. This could include the following:

•

There is a Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating.

•

There is an Extreme Fire Danger Rating and your home
has not been specially designed and constructed for
bushfires.

•

Your property has not been well maintained, you don’t
have the right firefighting equipment, or you do not
have a practised plan to Stay and Defend.

Where to go?
Consider several low risk areas that are not at risk to
bushfires. Also consider several different routes to get to
these locations as bushfires could cut off your primary
planned route.

Most people who die in bushfires are
caught in the open, either in their car or on
foot, because they’ve left their property
too late, when the fire is approaching.

What to do to prepare your property for a
bushfire while no one is home?
A bushfire may pass through your property after you have
left. In addition to the preparations you have made prior
to leaving early, there are things you can do to minimise
damage to your property while away. These could include
the following:
•

Leave gates unlocked and open for firefighters to
access your property.

•

Leave any sprinklers on.

•

Ensure all doors and windows are closed.

•

Preparations for animals left behind (food, water, etc).

•

emergency kit

•

spare clothing

•

money, key cards, and credit cards

•

special requirements for infants, elderly, injured or
disabled

•

important documents

•

drinking water

•

mobile phone and charger

•

food and water for animals

•

First Aid kit

•

medications

•

blankets

•

children’s toys

What will I do with animals if they leave with
me or stay on the property?
Ensure your planning includes consideration for your
animals. If you are bringing your animals with you, ensure
you have planned and prepared well ahead-especially if you
have larger stock. If you plan to leave your animals on your
property, ensure you consider their welfare while you are
away.

